MOUNTAIN MEADOWS MAS.
SACIL

Aninmterviewr wliii Jalin v, Lee—L @
Icnles Complicliy, Irnt Refasen
10 Tell whel ITlo Known—An
Totlmailon thet Tmplis
enfen Brighnat Younyg.

We find the followipg iaterview
with Jobn D, Leo, publisbed in the
Thiladelphis Timer of 1he 3d. A
reporter of that paper Aid the pump-
ing:

Huaviogobtained a pasa from Depu-
iy Marolie] Ylliama Stokes, I pald o
vigik to the noted priscnsr Jobn D,
Loe, now held in Lhe goard honsae na
a crimioa] charged witli wurier. Toos
acemd to enjoy eompany, aod answers
neariy sll questivna propounded o
Lim themfﬁlj. auld, 3 spproached
in o epiri¢ ¢t hiodnass, he becomes
quite talkative, Doring t519 mood of
loguagity, much that is inleresting
mizht Lo eliested [rom bim, aod it ia
my opinion that were 1t not for bis
‘altorney ke wonll coavict Lims=a'f,

In answering tho following guestions
he was not reserved unlil the name of
Younsg wns mentioned, who wounld
bhave been impliceled 1n tha mnsga-
CED :
Corrcrpondent, Do you romember
hoving converied with a Ar, L, O,
Creod {o deputy marshal sod renee-
aentative of the faith aod doatricoe of
Joseph Smith, Jr.)?

Lec. 1 3o, sir; hostayodell nipht
with mo; ate, drank snd slept with
me. Wa talked all pight on variiua
topics touching Lho mas.nere.

Correspondent. How ¢ld areyon ?

Lico. Bixty-lhreo yeats old on the
ik of September noxt. I have had
eighteen wives, fixty-throe childecn,
Thiriy-Lvo of them ere sons, I have
fitly mx children gtill liviog, ote han-
dred graod obildren, aol oco great-
grand child,

Cotreepondent,. Do joo now be-
liave in polreamy asa true doctrine?

Ise, Yoo rhould not nek mo 1hat
question, Laving s mang chiliren
aod w.ves ag I have, Lut [ hiwwenot
iaken any wives einco the act of 1862,

The coutrary can be proved, it is
anid. I aeked Lim il he believed the
Dook of Mormon to be an inzpired
work of Josepl Smilh.,  Ila ncserted
Lia belief in Lhat work emphotically,
Gti]l he hoow that that kook de-
| nognced the praclice of polygimy in

plain langmaga,

Correspondent. You did ol Jeny
to ¥y, Drapd the chargo alleged by
the puldio ogainst you as 1o particr-

alien in i{he Mountsia Mezdows

asgacro ?

Lao scemed to hesitato, bot finslly L
denisd baviep anylliog Lo Jdo  with
the murder of the cmigrants, as Lo
wad lhree-fourths ol & mile away in n
hollow at the time,

Correspondent, Did you nst eay
you felt sorry for whoat was done
there—iliat you woull throw the
Llamo nbero it b.longed ?

Lee. I am no trater. I will
neyer betray Briglam Youog, ca Le
waa oot there, Still, I do ood intend
lo aay that others were not guilty,
Lot Drigham Young sent messengers
with dispatchea to that pince (the
hleadows,} but sl was over and it
was too Jate,

"Thiaid eccrtainly epoagh to show
that Youog had koowledgo thattha [
masaacre wonld tako place.

Correspendent. Mr. Les, yon
know that blood atonewent was then
a0d haa been tought by Young?

Lee. Xes.

Correspandent. Do sou feel ja-li
fied, 2Ir, Lino, in eoveriog up this
affatr at Mountain dMeadows, having
tho hnowledgoe of it that you have,
and stull hiding 3t from Lhe world ?

To this queetion Les asocned to
Linve cljcetions, but in o low tone
giid, Lo would nevermizoloh hemp.'”

Correspondent, You say, Mr.
Lue, that you do belicve in the Book
¢l Morxoo, which i3 slroog against
pelrgamy and bloel ntonement 2

Lie, Lda

Corrcepondent, YWell, in 1hat
Look we are iofornied that 1ho Liord
forgave ecrlain of Lhe p2oply of their
murders whon ihey repenled seri-
ously, sod lioally, siter offering thair
lives, were forgiven, Lut Jdied lor the
testimony of Jesus, ' you nat foel
Lthat 1t woull Lo Lettar1o Jdo thiannl
emako a ¢lean breastof it thao to enf-
for hercal'cr the mjzma altashed to
jour eharac.cr ¥

Lee. Idi-liko o tieitar. Jeseph
smilh, Sr,, uzed to eay a \rator iy
wotthy ol Jdeatl,

Uorrespondeut, DTal thoas peopls
at Mouo:ein Mexdoxs were inuozent,
bolh wep, wemen pud cliddzen Lbewng
hko you eluiin to ke, No law had
¢ondemned them as puley, acd all
e, in & cerinin degree, are lonoccnt
in the eves of the law wanil proved
olherwise,

Tuis 18 hardly 53, I theclk, in their
cago at leart, 3n tha Terntory was
under mardal Jaw at that tiwe.

The ¢ll story of thewr (the emi-
gract:) polsoming epriogs, utieriog
o1lhi, aod 20 oo, was ropeotsd, Taoiy
is how lies were minulactured mn
formertimea and eworn to Ly Iadi-
apf, Leo was courteous, and by thiy
tizae Bal b.oome quite [amiliar, gnd
it ia my bulief that af ho woe to
plead hisown enss Lo wou'd eenvict
bimself. This he would do aod wake
o clean Lirrast of 1t if & proper cour-e
¢ould Lo pursosd. Il Lisd sery hetle
worLey at hivown exmemand, and wora
1t oot bor tho means in the haods of
cthera, who ewploy aitorneys at their
own ¢xpense, or [.rthe snikae of noto
ricty, we would quickly Le rid of Lhe
me.t guly, unsgoelly, profeassd
prophets, pxeuloapoatles, false tene b
ors and Bacrilegwous priestly l[rtrjurarg
that ever cseaped the gwllolies or
the ga'lows. All the (forts cver
mado by the Lrmpess, dolcrmination,
noticiog indostry and gzeal for ibe
proservation of 1l konor aod rights
of thn law ol such Jailgea aslis
Ilonor J, 3. Boreman, with Lis ama-
ciata o the Second District of tho
courts of Utals, Thero is Litlo yso in
jeopardizing the Jivea of such worlly
roen 29 Marshbul Btokesin the danger
ons uoderfaking of captunipg such
men ay Lo wlulst tha power and
money are in tho hands of tho gailiy,
Lhe Jaw 1138lf beinz weakened by n
prieatly lacrarchy, for the dofenss of
which perjury aad conspiracy against
tho General Goveroment nre ousid-
crcd no cnime, Hwen tho prees, io
gome instances, 13 not free from .
bribery, anl whors one word i3 mis.
placed or published to the worll by
an kone:t Gephiln, 2 thowsand oro
usd 10 delacae bis charazter Ly the
Unm asd Thomwim of a saoerdetal
priestbood, composod of abeos, biga-
miats, pelygiwi-la and despisera of
Uovernment, who woull in pome
couptries Joug apo have hcen con-
demoped €0 falona’ cells or thae traitor’s

cog Lome,




