VISIT OF THE SUPERINTEND-
ENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS TO

SOUTH<RN UTAILL M

G. 8. L. Crry, May 5,
Hown. Evras SmiTH:

Dear Str: — Yesterday I returned from a
laboriows, though interesting lri,F through the
extreme gonthern portion of the Territory.

The purpose of my visit was to see and
learn the condition, locality and character of
the Pi-ute tribe of Inudiaus and to bring certain
children to thia city.

The Pi-ute Indians, liviog in the southern
Eart of the Territory, are divided into ten

inds, each band numbering from 60 to 150,
which live and roam on ani adjicent to the
Ssuthern California road, from Beaver to the
California line, and along the sSanta Clara,
Los Vezas, and the Virgen rivers. There is
one principal chief, whose name is Tut-se-guv-
vit, whom all the bands recoguize as lheir
head. Eich band has one or more sub-chiefs.

[ saw all the chiefs, and many of the Indians
during my recent visit. The Pi-ute Indians
are not an excep‘ion to the other Indians in
the Territory in regard to poverty; if there is
an% ditfsrencs, these are the most destitute.

here is leas game in the country claimed by
the Pi-ute Indians than auy o her part of the
Territory. Tne vegetation congig's in a few
scrubby eedars; cottonwoods on the banks of
rivers; the cactus, bearing large pods, which.
when roasted in ashes, are of indifferent taste;
a few roots; some grass and weeds, the seeds
of which are cirefully gathered; and a peculiar
shrub, called mesgaite,

A few bands cuiivate small patches of land;
already, however, most of the land, which 18
rdvaniagedusly located for irrigation, 18 occu-
pied. By begzing from the whites, and all
sorta of ghiftinrs, these Indians merely sus-
tain life; and 1 very much f2ar that necessi'y
lhas compelled them heretofore to steal cattle,
hors*s and mules, and to commit the many
crimes too fresh in our memory. I witl render
them such assiataunce, n future, as will be in
Iy power.

Thers was during last winter, and still is
congiderable travel on the sonthern Califoraia
road; most of which consisted in trains with
rgoods from California for Utah Territory.
This was during the season of the year when
the Indians are most destitate; many, indeed,
being in a starving condition, and, as [ am in-
formed, some of these trains were severely
taxed by the Indians.

Yon are well aware that, owing to the en-
tangled condition of affairs here, I could do
buat li'tle officially until last June. Since then
I have be=n constantly engaged among the In-
diana in diff-rent parts of the Territory, endea-
voring with my utmo:t to ameliorate their
condition. It was my desire to have visited
the Pi-utes mnuch sooner; this was impossible.

The awfal Moyuntain Meadow tragedy was|

parpetrated in the Pi-ute country. Bat more
of this by and bye.

On my way south I found the roads in an
exczedingly*bad condition, in consequence of
snow, mud, tremendons hills, and innumera-
ble rocks and stones. 01e wheel of each wag-
on and my carriage “sm.shed flat,’”” besides
minor accidents. Occasionally my mules
would stray away; and always at a place from
ten to twenty miles from any place. Patience
wonld have been a great belp, under such cir-
cumstances, but, never having, in my previons
life, had occasion to very carefully cultivate
this quality, I foond, under these circum-
stances, gome inducement to experiment on
the cultivation of patience; which, I am
bhappy to say, has resulted in the acqnisition
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vest of the Rocky Mountains; probably in a
iigher altitude than any other valley, small or
large, on the continent, yet it is a continuous
and bandsome meadow, furnighing grass for
mach stock, but in too high altitude for agri-
culture of any kind, and, even if it would ad-
mit ef agriculture, nature has not supplied
it with sufficient water, there being but two
springs in the whole valley. .

About the centre of the valley, in what is
called the “*Rim of the Basin,’® or the point

cific or lakes of Utah Territory, nature, al-
ways profuse in making provision for the wea-
ry traveler and his stock, has, it would seem,
degigned this extraordinary and beautiful little
valley, in so bigh an altitude that it can never
be despoiled by the hands of the agriculturist,
as a resting place, and for resuscitating the

where the water either finds its way to the Pa- |

Charles Francher, 7 or 8 years, and his sis-
ter Annie, 3 1-2 years.

Sophronia or Mary Huff, 6 y-ars, and Elisha
W. Hutt, 4 years.

A boy—no account of him. Those among
whom he lived called him William.

Francis Hown or Korn,4 1-2 years old.

I have come to the coneclusion, after differ-
ent conversations with these children, that
most of them come from Johnston co., Arkan-
sas. Most of thein have Told me t ey
1ave grandfathers and grandmothers in the
States. |

Mr. Hamblin has good reasons for believing
that a boy about 8 years, and balnnginf to the
party in question, is among the Navaj ians,
at or near the Colorado river. Yﬁ'

My communication is already too long, but
I must ask your indulgence for a few lines

broken down stock of the anxious traveler be-
fore reaching the deserts that all travelers
over the gsouthiern California road must enconn-
ter before reaching the healtbful and rich
California climate and soil, and on which
deserts are now bleaching the bones of thou-
sands of human beings and teng of thousands
of animals.

I fear 1 have taken up too much space in
describing the Mountain Meadow valley. But
the terrible **drama” consnmmated in this lit-
tle valley, hardly eighteen months ago, with
the cries of women and children almost sound-
in one’s ears, must necessarilly make this
peculiar valley among the clouds, a subject ot
concernment to the inquiring mind,

I informed my then guide and interpreter
(Mr. Ira Hateh) that I was anxious to see the
spot where the massacre took place, and alse
where the dead were burried. I saw the three
places where the dead are buried.
|(!nu‘;na:nrmvaz:.tiu::nn received from persong in an

nt of the Mormon Church, and observations
whilat at the place, enables me to say that the
emigrant party in question arrived and cam
at the spring in the south end of the valley,
Friday, Sept. 8th, 1857. The amount
of property is estimmated at from 200 to 700
head, with from ten to thirty wagons. My
own impression is, that they had 600 head of
cattle and about 40 wagons. ol

It is said the firing commenced on Monday,
SQﬂh: Ig1 before daylight, and thatthe firing
was by the Indians fighting the said emigrant
party then in camp at the spring, as already
stated. The firing was continued, some say
five, others say seven days.

Dating the five or seven days of firing and
fizhting by the Indiane, the em grant party was
corralled, that is, they made a corral and tempor-
ary fort by their wagons and filled under the
wheels and to the bed of the wagons with sand
and ear'h dug in the centre of the corral. [ saw
the diteh and other evidences pf there having been
a corral. Sept. 17th, 1 in the morning, a
friendly Indian and one who could talk English,
came in'o the eorral. The emigrants haviog then
been without water from five to seven days, made
arra) gements or treaty with said Indian—in
which the Indians were to have the property,
spare the lives of the whites, and permit them to
return to Pinto Creek and Cedar city. IFrom the
spring and corral 1o the place where it is said
they were murdered, and where [ saw the graves
(or imperfect holes)is at least one mile and a half.

I walked over the gronna whese it is supposed
they were killed—the evidences of this being nun-

re.
will keep the children under my immediate

ﬁervininn, until the person appointed to take

em to Fort Smith arrives.

The massacre of an entire train, not one re-
maining to speak of the “drama” but sixteen
fatherless, motherless and pennyless children,
supposed.probably,to be too young to give the
aflair tangibility, cannot remain long uninves-
tigated.

The cause or reason for the commission of a
crime so terrible-as that of killing at least 115
persons must assuredly become a subject of in-
guiry with the proper {rzal authorities,

e Pi-Ute tribe of Indians have been and
are charged with the above erime, Last Au-
gnst, my attention was called to the Mountain
Meadow affair officially. Since then I have
made diligent ingniry, got the written state.
ments of persons living in the neighborhood,

nd finally visited the sonthern country; and

a
d\nw, after full inquiry and examination, I deem

t to be my imperative duty to say that the |

.l Ind!!an; had material aid and assistance from
whites; and, in my opinion, the Pi-Ute Indians
wonTd ot hiave perpetrated the terrible massa-

cre without ench aid and assistance.
Mr. Jacob Hamblin and others, of Sant
Clara, expreessed inyeh anxiety to bring th
nilty to justice. ;
remain, very reapéctfully, yours, &e.,

: "'J. FORNEY.

-
i~ —

mistakeable from ekulls, and other bones and hair
laying seattered over the ground. There are
there buried, as near as | ean ascertain, 106 per-
sonsg, men, women and children; and from one 1o
two miles faither down the valley, two or three
who, in attempting to escape, were killed, partly
up the bill, north side of the valey, and theie,
buried, aud three who got away eutirely, but
were overisken and killed at or near the Vegas or

of a small store of that desirable commodity. Muoddy; in all 115, I made strict and diligent

After I got sonth of Fillmore, on my way{i,quiry of the be
south, I found it difficuit to procure a suffici- :::I[gd,r and 18 e seotib]

d to have been
115 is probably about the correct

ency of grain for my stock; for what reason I, . mber. |

cannot tell. However, we finally got to Santa
Clara.

I neglected mentioning that Mr. Rogers ac-
_eompaniedand rendered me valnable ass:stance.

I reached the memorable Mountain Meadow
valley, 300 8 gouth of this city, Wednes-
day, April 14, and nooned at the spring in the
sonth end of the valley, where the unfortn-
nate emigrant party was camped from five to
eight days.

This valley, usnally called Mountain Mea-
dowa, is about six milea long and from one to
three wide, running in a southerly direction,
almost a continuous meadow, and excellent
grass already growing turonghout the whole
valiey. The road leading intothe valley from
the east goes throngh a narrow kanyon; the
road from the valley on the sonth turns.ab-
ruptly to the eastward and passes over a con-

iderable hill. There are two narrow outlets
;mm the valley, besides those already m
tioned, throng); which the water runs.
entire valley, excepting the roads and ontle
above allnded to, is surrounded by high hills,
several amall ravinee or gulleys between
broken and abrupt hills. From ssveral points
within the valley proper I conld have a dis-
tinct view of anything that m:ght be tranepir-
ing in the whole valley. There is one honae in
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shere is a corral, &e.

I have now traveled over much of this ex-
tensive Territory, and the Mountain Meadow
valley ie the moat extraordinary formation

eN- | |ess, pennyless ehildren:
Thel John Calvin, now 7 or 8 years old; does not
L

this valley, situated in the east end, ‘whm'w.'.'1

April 15th —Arived at Santa Clara thi: after-
noon, and ecamped in town. Here I met Mr.
Jarob H.mblin, who has been in my employ
since last fall, collecting eertain children, and
other busiiess among the Indians. Hers (Santa
Clara) myself and party were kindly treated
during onr stay—two days.

I eay iy the beginning of iny letter that I pur-
posed bringing to thi: eity certain children re-
| maining of the Mountain Meadow maussacre,
These children, sixtesn in number, 1 have now in

iy possession. Thirteen I got in Santa Clara
at Mr. J. Himblin's, who eollected them in pur-
suance to my ¢i ections, and three [ got in Ceda
city on our way home, who were left there by
Mr. Humblin. I am pleased to say that M-,
Hamblin has discharged his duty in relation to
the eolicetion and keeping of those children.
The following is all I have heen able as yet to
collect of the history of these unfor'unate, father-
motheriess nm{

remember his name; says his family lived at
Horse Head. Johnson co., Arkansas.

Ambrose Moroni, about 7 yeas, and William
Taggit. 4 1-2 years, brothers. These also liv-
ed in Johnston co,

Prudence Angeline, 6 vears, and Annie,
about 3 years. These are said to be sisters.

Rebecea, 9 years; Louisa, 5 years, and Sa-
rah, 3 1-2 years, named Dunlap.

Betsy, 6 years, and Annie, 3 years; maid to

be sisters. These know nothing of their fami- |
]y or residence.



