WHITEWASHIG LEE.

Wella 8picer, ia the Salt Lake
Morald devotes (%0 oolames and
a-hslt 3o o biographical al.:ttf.h ol
tha h'liiﬂhﬁf Loa, oand ingepiously
contrivos to Il the reader motbisg
that Yo wibls to koow, “Wal-
out twentioning tho Mountaln Mead-
ows Massacre, ho pays the chicl
participator ''asseria that he cad show
hig inpocence, and nays he has lived
under the imputation end reproach of
1Liiy erime loag enough. Herﬂ-toﬂ::rn
Bo bag been fearfol of porsecution
and frand, aod not of justice; now L
ia willing to eobmil bis ¢ase to a jury
mado up cntirely of uﬂn:_}.lnrmﬂns."

If tlda etatement in irno, he is the
viofim of & moet punoying iustanca of
mistakoe identity, Two of the chil-
deen rescued from tha butchery,
pamed' Jobn Calvin snd Mgyron
Tishelt, ®he were commiited to the
earo ul & Jaly in thiy oity, used to tell
ia their oluidish pratle of the part
talen by Mejor Lec in tho mastacre
of thuir parents, Ono of tbom would
eay to his plasfeilows: ** When I got
ty e o man Iailgo to the President
apd ask him for = regioeot of sul-I
diers, 40l I mil bring them here to
kil all the men who murdered my
lather and mother and brotLers and
sictera., Dot Lee T will kill myself.
[ paw Bim ehoot my sister through'
the body, and if I doa't kill that znan
I ebslf not die happy.” |

On the Geld, the murdered viclima
behieved thnt John I Lea led the
szmsgsing who sent them to their
Licody graves, WWhen tha appalling
docd was perpeteatod, it was whis-
pered among tha ternified followers of |
the Church throughont Zion that this
man Liad directed and borno o oo~
spicuony part in the bloody deed. |
And tho Grapd Jury of the Seoond
Judicial Disteict heard evidepco of »
sufhdently onvineing chamcter {o
satitfy thom thatin reporting Msjnr
Leo for prrast they were sconcing a
wan ggeinat whom the orime of par-
ticipating in the Mounnkin Meadows
Maasaera could bo clearly proved,

This'is not the first attempt of the
oorrupl sad elevish Mormon pross {o
davert the ends of instico by enlisting
gympathy in behelf of tha worst
criminals. Somo mooths sgo a lotter
writer iz the Desoret News dotailed n
horsebaek ride ho had takem with

this sl Lopnled ssusdofel sluiugn
rowme of the southern acttlements. e
deseribed Lea very muoh as tho Hee-
ald corvespondent does, a man of
| eminent pioty, correct habits of Jife,
& good talker and *'ono {of our most
respeoted oitizens,” Byron's deserip-
tion of Lambro wonld 8&, this mora
iofamons Jand pirste to a hair-~
Tho mi]Jeat wanared man
Thal ever sonttied shup or oot & throat,
The News writer, like the Hoerald
wriler, reccived the aconrancs from
the murderor's lips of his innocence,
ead both nre convinced that this *'re-
epectid citizen®™ ia the vietim of cop-
ppitoey and Geotilo hals, Itisnots
Iitile sigruficant that the aympathiva
of thess Chureh soribes are with all
the morderers and leschors —who have
made the annals of this Territory 8o
hartowing. OFf conrse, what may be
said in the papers on cither side, will
not inflaence Cenrta or yuries, when
e solomn feaicy of hife and death sre
peruling before thom. But an honest
snd {eirless press would cortainly pot
lend itself to the Qusgraceful task of
exculpating thess ciminale, vavaling
their imaminacy virtacs, end sattiog
them forch as guffariog and wronged
citizens.  Fortnoafely for the canne of
Ju-bieo, the oridoues of Lea'a demunia
crime 19 koo irecfragable to admit uﬁ
his lopger escaps.




