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Saturday afternoon Mr Charles
Kelly author of 8alt Desert Trails
aecaompanied by Mrs Lelly drove
from Salt Lake City to Delta and
took Frank Beckwilh Sr  to the
site of the Mountain Meadows Mass
ecre in Bouthern Ultah where almost
an entire immigrant train was slain
in 1807
It 18 pnot my purpose to write of
¢ the history of the tragiec event—You
can get that from whatever source
Bppeals to ywou  Wrters in Utah
know the gubject 1z taboe But I
may with perfect propriety write of
the smite 3s it is today — and most
certainly wrge that the present state
wide neglect of this histolric gpot be
not contlnued There ought to he
& sanctity about the place— a greaf
granite shaft put up there Inseribed

SACRED TO THE MEMORY OF
and followed by the names of every
man woman and child who lost life
at that tragic spot And it ought not
to be done by outziders to dur state
of Utah but by our own peoble by
wo Ulahng ourszelves

It should now he the duiy of sonie
landmark eclub to set up suifable
road markers from Cedar Cty along
the route taken by that 111 fated im
migrant traln up to Pint® down {0
the Mountain Meadowa and on the
spot itsell two great granite monn
ments withh bronze plates with all
the names of the dead inscribed
thereon  all the roads marked not
only from Cedar Cily to Pinto but
a3 well from any angle of approach
for I myself went the other way in
from Enterprize The roads from
Modena St George Cedar City —
21l the roads leading to the place
ghould be marked

We iwere informed that an outside
movement was already on foot G0
buy acreage in the farm won the
Mountain Meadows erect a4 monn
ment fence It from the inrcads of
cultivation— but I'tah should aptic
ipate that movement —Do it itself

The wpot now is sadly neglected
One meager heap of stonss is all
that remaing in place

Just remember how Ilong the Gun
nigson Maszaocre Site lay neglected—
from 1853 whenr Gunnison was killed
to 1888 all that marked the site wag
A STUMP OF A CELAR POST And
from 1388 to 1927 by only a pile of
refu,.e boulders « a gad neglect un
til the American Legion the Boy
Scoutsz and the Daughtergs of the
Utah poneers roused awoke and
erected a suitable shaft with bronze
tablet and & wonlerfully nice ded
leatory ceremony vas held there
with military bonors to Captain John
W Gunnison and his fellow dead

How nice it would be to hold a
great astate gathering at the site of
the Mountain Mezdows with offic
lalg of different churches state offic
Jalg  leecal and eminent men and

then in & proper coninte gpirit
UTAH show its nobility itz great
nesg Its manliness and place itaelf
right with a ecriticising world

Mr Kelly and I each took @ stome
and after a selemn silence in which
Lothh sought the proper tone each
deposited most reverently a stone to
that meager pile with heads uncov
ered and humbly raverent on a &a
ered spot

I have &lept on the spot of the
Gunnison Massacre =alone and my
Intent to he alone and we tried to 2o
manage It as to slesp by the very slde
of the only monument how standing
gt the gite of the Mountain Meadows
Massacre tho In the night time we
missed the exact spot I wlll do it
yet

As it was late at night when wve
drove there and belng unfamillar
with ths exact 3pot we went past

itated & moment looked away from
us and then withont undue haste
passed easily out of sight We were
then within thirty feet of her

We took pictures of the Mezdows
from hoth endg and that In the ear
ly sun taken from the south high
an the hills was \"ﬁrj' fine and shows
the expanse from that viewpoint
ety well  The coe from the porth
looking southerly lacks the advan
tage of a commanding eminence and
iz too fiat

‘We todl pictures of all the places
mentioned in the history ©f the af
fair from different angles we walk
ed over It with books Iin hand maps
t pened and studied the various ver
swons picking out each Incident

If was & thought which came hotie
fo us that here it was Mother g Day
~— @ day sanectified to the mother of
each of us living o1 dead Dbut on
this splot where many a mother lay
not & song not a gatherng not a
soul to honor to sanctify to enoble
the memory of the mothers Iying
there Mra Kelly got a small bou
quet of mountain flowers and gilent
1y laid them onr the common grave
There was oo ‘word between ug— it
wasn t necessary We each felt

While we stood 2t the monument
an afrplane pasged overhead going
gt the rate let us say of a hundred
to a hundred snd twenty five miles
an hour covering the distance from
I 08 Angeles to Salt Lake in abouti as
many hourg as the slowemoving ox
train of these Immigrants would covy
er in approximately that many
wegls— TODAY and YESTERDAY
compared

The mileage I had covered there
and back was 420 mlles appriximale
Iy while Kelly covered to get from
Salt Lake and back hearly 760

That reflects his interest in the
2iie

The land on which the massacre
occurred was for years called the
Burgess Ranch A fesw years ago the
properiy came {¢ George Lytle

Deltans who were raised In Dixie
tell me that they Jdietinctly remem
ber a second monument in the mid
dle of the Meadows, This has now
disappeared and the land under
plow

Frank Beckwith Sr

In the light from our headlights a
dnig deer ran out to the mlddle ﬂﬂ
the road stnggi, readly ta spring hes-
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