SEVENTY-FOUR YEARS OF NEGLECT
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Third (Generation Not Satisfied

With Total Indifference, lut

Vi ish to Be Placed in Better Light before Yorld,
q——-ﬂ-@h——-l

Pemands from Yarious Sources Beginning to Be Made That

Suitahle Monument and Fi

tting Ceremonles Be Held at

Mountain Meadows.
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LASTING MONUMENT AN

D SUITABLE INSCRIPTION

SHOULD REPLACE THIS PILE OF LIOOSE STONES
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{Phete of the only existing marker in 1931 at the site of the Moun
tain Meadows RMMassacre gite— & rude pile of locse stones which any

gheepherider could gather in a forenoon
In no other state in the Unlon would suchy

felt by zall to be 8 disgrace

Such an Ifnadequate marker

indifference be shown for a spot whera so much history was enacted )
l-—-ﬂ-@h—-i

The week of September 17, 1857
thls same week aseventy four years
ago on the spot upon which this rude

)
rying hp knows that long continued
meglect onrly invites unfriesdly com
ment, that his ¢wn fot and the lot

pile of stones shown above is the on-
ly marker was enacted the most re
gretoble tragedy that ever occurred
in the State of Utah ard which has
caitsad more polgnant heart burninga
to the members of the L D S
Church than any other event In its
history On Monday morning of that
week firing commenced with an at
tack &almost exactly at that spot
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of all other descendants of thoge er
ring Hity five would be easier were
a great assembly held contrition
phown a fine sahaft erected znd ded
Icated to the noble dead and legisla
tlon enacted setting aside zn acre
there as protected by law from mo
lestation by vandals

This descendant asks it He and
many Oihers like him would feel bet

where this meager marker stapds jter

seven (or possibly ten) emigrants
are supposed o He uander this pile
On Friday morning the rufe was en |
acted —the decoy of the white flag
and the butchery done noet at this
gpot but to the north
That the present generation ab
lmrs this infamy just as hasg every
generation past Including that of
1857 and wishes to do something in|
atcnement is evidenced by the fol
lowing clipping Irom the Forum col
umn ©f the Sait Lake Tribune of the
lssne of June 28 1931
X
DI'SCENDANT WOULD
ATONT TOR WRONGS

LRk

Editor Tribune
There must be a few alive of

the children of the affair of Seplem
ber 11 1357 Le&f uz get them here
and have two or three vf ocur most
prominent men  atone for the deed
It would be a glorious day for all of
ug

This iz not to ernticize the peo
ple of those early days ‘They were
gurroundexd by enemles amd bad to
tight fearful odds to keep their re
ligton and institutions 8o  with
distract and worried minds mistak-
es were bound to happer In a fey
years they will &ll be dead 80 let us
be brave and do it now It will be
the first time It was ever {¢ne in
the United States and It will draw
thousands of wvisitors from Callfor
tnia and the east

{Bigned)

A Descendant of the Flity five

{There were LIty four or {fifty
filve white participanis in that un
fortunate affair and the abave from
a deacengdant of one of them showa
the heart felt pang of a sufierer of
a wrong committed by an ancestor
for which this descendant carries
the cdium He (and others) would
Hft the lead off his heart he would
have atcenement done-— sincere
atonement in a spirit of asking the
world for forgiveness if any be
needed— a gatherlng an assembly
descendants present otators to im
plere a Power above and a people
here to cease to hold it 1in bitter
memory—— to forgive and forget or
if retained In memory amellorated
with s showing of sorrow for the act
in which descendants themselves ask
oratory among their leaders ta =set
aright their causze {80 burdensome to
bear) before a still eriticising world

Tw his requeat came forth agaln
in the columns of the Salt Lake
Tribune a reply in the issue of Ang
ust 6§ 1931 {frem which wa extract
the following ) "

2 "~
'TUTAH TRAGLDY
BRINGS MCMORIAL PLEA
L 3 ¥ |
Editor Tribune
A Descendant of the Fifty five
makes a guarded reference to an
patly day tragedy in southwestern
Utah in part as follows
‘* There must ba a few alive of the

11, 1857 Let us gef them here and
have two or three of pur most prom
inent men aione ., for the deed
fn & few years they wlill all be dead
g0 let us e brave and do it now

{To which the reply iz made )

A Ilper and more appropriate
sentiment was never uttered

{(Then the mwriter makes mention
that maryhe the ravages of death in
the ranks of theédirect ¢hildren of
the fifty flve and other obstacles
Are too great for such atonement
The ©ther obstacles may seem al
mast {nsurmounntable, but iIf more of
1he descendants of the participants
demand expiatory ceremonies such
ceremonkes will be held It ja only
mecessary for enovgh demands to be
relterated tbat fruitlon will toilow )

{That there is neglect ~—seventy

attested by guoting ln contlinupation
of the reply hrought forih )

On a low lylng burned sage brush
flat surrounded by bleak valcanic
hills a monument of loosa houlders
{9 the sole reminder of the nearly
74 year old tragedy Wik bared
heads occasional visitors replace
the fallen atones and perhaps drink
at the nearby and now deeply sunk
en spring Not for ope moment ean
anyone justly charge this neglect to
the residents of southwestern Utah
only nor to indifference coneernlng

tha deplorable event— not ithen nor
how  All Utahs are Indirectly and
pur state leglsiature ddirectly re

sponsible for the above Indleated ne
glect,
Heeding the alirulsm of &
Deacendant of the Fifty five who
from his vantage polat of descent ex
tends the clive branch may we not
ignore sleeplng prejudlces and unite
in 2 demand that our next legisla-
ture appropriate & modest swvmm for

This descendant {(writer of the above|
letter) koows tho burden be iz car-

the erection of at least a wayside
merker —tin Aemoriam*?™
F

¢hildren of the affalr of September]

four yeara of neglect— fa further]
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4 SCOTUT MASTER OF A TROOP
OF BOY SCOUTS ADDS HIS PLEA

#pk
The following comes from a Boy

the I. D 8 Church who took a
troop of {mpressionable boys also
largely of that faith to this apot
and a letter to me voices hig genti
ment

Night before last we salnzped on
the old battle gsound at Mountaln
Meadows They heard some of the
particulara of that terrible tragedy
and many expressed the opinion that
the common grave ashould be marked
with & better moOpument Wont
someons start scmething?

Al of us galned much from our
experience We walked over all the
points of interest in connecifon with
the historie happening of seventy
four vears agoc ‘YWe are all of the
opinfon that pomeone of influence n
Utah should make some kind of an
appropriate marker over the graves
of those burled therse The people
whio were Xilled there were Amneri
can citizens and do not deserve to be
treated worse than murderers

That burianl spot to those boys
Is sacred gronnd, and it would make
any Ameriian he proud to ses how
reverently each one catrled himself

fwhile at the Bacred place
LN R

T WILL TARKE FORTITUDKE,
BRAVFRY, COURAGE
LT E
That 1t will take fortitude bray
| Ty courzge and a high, morat re-
sava to carry this mct of contritlon
through to a succesful termination
is shown bv the followinp persounal
letter to me from & man of conshd
erazhla influence who glso favors
sitch a course
In reference to marking the
Mountaln Meadows Massacre fleld
¥icet everyone who has looked
squarely into the matter agrees with
yon -—and me— and that includes
many of prominence
It refuses to be forgotten And
this present generation iwo lives
removed from that terrible day, ia
surely far enough off In perspective
ta erect 4 marker I think it will
ka done some day maybe oot far
away PROVIDED

Provided, you and T and others
Lke&p the thing warm It will help
to Temove the stigma from the pres

ent Mormon generation and U pal |

liate thoge of the past And the more
senerousa their participation the
more complete will be thelr abseolu
tion

I admit it may seem to be a bit
ter pill t¢ swallow ——Those who
fell in battie in enemy territory are
not always commemorated' And for
that T do not blame anyone 1 say
it §& a hard thing to do It takes
fortitude, it takes bravery it de
mands courage (a high moral cour
age)-— which most of us have In
abundance when it does not affect
up! But one day Mermons and en
tiles will join in ereciing this me
micrial—-~ and may you and I live to
 participate!
ik

‘ IN ALL 'RIFNDLINESS
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This entfre ariicle fa  written in
antire fiendliness It shouwld be re
Yelvad o the game gpirlt The cause

which {3 dominant in Utah will be
aided by a sultable gathering held
af the burial spot of the Mountaln
Meadows there hold ceremonies fit
ting to a great and noble occasitn
let orators of praminence and church

dignitaries speak those words whichi

will placa the actora of a crime 1n 2
better lizht and lft a load off their
descendants which each Implores
Then in a contrite spirit dedlcate
the ground ag a hallowed restlog
nlace for the dead thus henored

Such a course would place Utah in
a better Hgeght among its sister sover
e{gng

From many divergent gources such
an act of palliation i3 asked The

Descendants of the Fifty five now
mumber many each will ald Odiam
hitterness siumbering hatred un
friendly ecriticism-— all thiz would
be benefited by this great pohle aect
which though it wouid reguire great
fortitude much bravery, and de
mand a high moral courage yet i
mould he worth It all'

‘the present day generation would
like to see It Wone

Like Banguos ghost, bliter re-
membrancea of this kdeed will not
be
| mony
be held & aultable monument erpet
ed the spot dedicated and the apir
it of the present day be shown In
nohility fs the object of this presen
tatlon And may that accomplish
ment be achleved beforg the seventy
fifth annlversary &arrives
' Past neglect continued Is odfous
to this generation It does not set
well with the up growing members
and certalnly lavites upfriendly crit
jcism from non members of the
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Chuarch within whore territory the

et occured.*
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Scout Mpster himself a member of

lald without appropriate cefe ;
That puch, a ceremony 111].1
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{The following note was added
at the polnt marked by the star by
one to whora thiz manuscript was
sent before publication

*There will always be a Mountain
Meadows skeleton in the closet in
the recessea of the heart of every
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Mormon and especially of every de-
scendant of the fifty five and every
resident of Utah g attractive and
much visited Southwest until this
skeleton 19 couragecusly dragged
forth and buried with authority and
finality so that no one who lves

‘today hor tomorrow may need hide

his ancestry {n humiliation nor nur-
turs in his breast a perpetual dread
but may frankly point to a lasting
monument, and a suitable ingeript-
jon for reply to every uplifted {im-

gar of shame
~—Prank Bechwith Sr Delta



