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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1SKULL DISCOVERY


Recently, a man in Idaho contacted LDS Assistant Church Historian, Richard E. Turley, Jr., and said he had a skull with a tag saying the person was a victim of the Mountain Meadows Massacre.  Turley urged the man to contact the Idaho State Archeologist, Kenneth C. Reid. Currently, the provenance for the skull can only be traced back to the last half of the twentieth century. Turley continues to keep all three descendent groups up to date with the latest details.


The skull has a bullet hole similar to other skulls found at the Meadows, but still this skull may or may not be one of the victims.  Historical evidence exists that an army surgeon took some bones from Mountain Meadows in 1859, and other remains may have also been removed as well. More research needs to be done to establish the identity of this person.

If, after an authentication process the skull proves to be one of the victims of the massacre, Idaho and possibly Utah laws will have to be complied with in regards to disposition of the skull.  If evidence shows the skull is from the massacre, we will seek an agreement with the other two descendent groups on where the skull will be put to rest. We will keep our members updated on the developments.  

LANDMARK STATUS


Richard Turley reported the federal government approved the briefing statement for National Historic Landmark status for Mountain Meadows and “permits us to proceed with the formal nomination.”  Since the process is complex, the LDS Church hired a consultant to help meet the requirements.  


This step involves identifying precisely the property to include.  The government’s preference is for “a single parcel of land” rather than separate parcels. Turley added, “We thought to connect the upper gravesite property with the siege site, but there are two problems.  First, private land runs between the government land and the upper gravesite. This situation requires consent from a private owner.”  


The second problem involves including the path the victims followed north from where they surrendered. Turley said, “We are told if the upper and lower parcels are to be connected,” the path the victims traveled should be included. This idea requires permission from landowners, which could likely “delay or nullify the nomination.”  


Efforts are being made to overcome this objection; but if that fails, a decision will need to be made to “choose either the upper or lower gravesites for the nomination.” The goal, Turley said, is to submit the formal nomination by May. If a decision is needed to choose between the upper and lower site, Turley will ask for our recommendation on which we prefer. Please e-mail your suggestions immediately to Terry Fancher tnf49@aol.com. 


In addition, we need letters supporting Historic Landmark Status, but our comments must follow certain criteria.  Accordingly, the location must be connected to events that:  represent broad national patterns in U.S. history from which we may gain an understanding and appreciation; or are associated with the lives of persons nationally significant; or represent some great idea or ideal of the American people. For more details on the criteria, you may visit http://www.nps.gov/nhl/QA .htm. Please attach your letters in an e-mail to Terry Fancher at tnf49@aol.com or mail them to the Mountain Meadows Association at 12703 Whisper Spring Cove, Draper, Utah  84020. 
UTAH MEETINGS


We have permission for twenty members of MMA to view documents that were collected for the recent book, Massacre at Mountain Meadows. The LDS Church Historical Department needs a list of the documents that we want to see. Please make a list of sources and send it to Terry Fancher.

While in Salt Lake City, we will view a presentation about a master plan for the Northern gravesites. Rick Turley will inform us about the status of our National Historic Landmark request.  


On Saturday morning, May 30, we will drive from Salt Lake City to Mountain Meadows to commemorate the gathering of the children in 1859 and their return to relatives in Arkansas. We will commemorate the 150th reburial of those lost at the massacre, the erecting of Carleton’s monument, and visit other important historic sites at 2:00 P.M. Then on Saturday evening, we will hold our annual meeting at the Holiday Inn in St. George, Utah. Our confirmed speakers include: LDS Church Elder Marlin K. Jensen, Assistant Church Historian Richard E. Turley, Jr., and author Will Bagley. The annual meeting is open to MMA members and the public. More details to follow. 

MEETING IN ARKANSAS


On Saturday, September 19,  MMA, MMMF, and MMMD will celebrate the return of the children to Arkansas. This public event will include a re-enactment of the children returning in period wagons to Carrollton, Arkansas.  A script for this event is being written by Burr Fancher, Terry Fancher and Roger Logan. It will include as much detail as possible about the roles played by various participants on this historic occasion. When additional details are available, they will be posted on the MMA website and included in future newsletters.  

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Annual Dues and Pre-Registration Forms

Renewal of membership in the Association is due each January (rather than September 11, the date of the Massacre). Please fill out all of the details on these forms at the end of this newsletter and e-mail Terry Fancher at tnf49@aol.com or mail to the Mountain Meadows Association at 12703 Whisper Spring Cove, Draper, Utah 84020.  You also now pay your dues online at http: //www.mtn-meadows-assoc.com/dues_form.htm or make a donation at http://www.mtn-meadows-assoc.com/donations.htm
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Mountain Meadows Association Membership Mail-in Form
Name: _______________________________________________________  






Address: _____________________________________________________  

Phone Number(s): ______________________________________________

E-mail: _______________________________________________________  

Dues are $20.00 per year.  Check the following categories: 


New Member _____
Renewal ______     Additional Donation $______  for ___________________


If you plan to attend the meetings in Utah on May 29 and 30 to view the documents, please RSVP by e-mail Terry Fancher at tnf49@aol.com or call him at home 781-848-9668 or his cell phone 617-774-9041.
